
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Rebecca Day 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

No guests 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:05 p.m. to discuss 
labor negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it 
would be significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. 
Alex McHenry made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held and 
all were in favor. The Board requested that David Young attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:05 p.m. 

Out: 6:44 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 6:44 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Rebecca Day 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating via Zoom) 

David Young, Violet Nichols, Delina Gilroy 

 

GUESTS 

4 

 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

There were no comments or questions. 

 

 

 



South Burlington School Board Minutes May 5, 2021 Page 2 
 
 

Amendments to the Agenda 
David Young amended the agenda to add an additional agenda item, #7c, to discuss the City 

Council request of the school board to hold a special Steering Committee meeting on the I89 

Corridor Study. He also moved AP Order #39 to next school board meeting agenda. 

 

Announcements/Student Representative Report 
● David Young introduced Violet Nichols, the new Executive Director of Learning for the 

district.  Violet is replacing Michael Martin who resigned. 

● Dr. Childs has asked a member of the community, Steve Milizia to join the meeting to 

speak about a community service project. He is having trouble joining the meeting. 

Bridget Burkhardt will call on him to speak when he joins. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Rick Marcotte Central School/180 Market Street – 180 Market Street work is on schedule.  

 

Gertrude Chamberlin School Noise Mitigation/Airport – Work is scheduled to begin on June 18, 

the last day of school for students and staff. David Young said Holly Rouelle is working with 

Gary Marckres and her staff to arrange for all teachers to have all material moved out of their 

classrooms to prepare for June 18. 

 

Transition Plan for 575 Dorset Street – David Young is working on a plan for this with Dore and 

Whittier with a possible move-in date by mid-July. He spoke briefly about the proposed welcome 

center to help new families to the district navigate the registration and enrollment process and 

learn more about our district. 

 

COVID-19 Update – On Tuesday, May 4, David Young hosted a Q&A event on Zoom about 

reopening schools for anyone interested.  About 30 individuals attended. Students in grades K-8 

will come back for more in-person instruction beginning on May 10. The high school will have a 

different schedule that they continue to work on. 

 

David Young said the plan for the 2021-22 school year is for all students to be back in school 

full time. He said the district is working on a recovery plan for students learning and social and 

emotional needs. 

 

Dr. Childs invited Steve Milizia to share a community project titled Sail Beyond Cancer he is 

working on with local artist Katie O’Brien Barritt. Steve Milizia shared that he, Katie O’Brien 

Barritt, Jim Shields and others are working to create a 10 x 50 ft mural on the I89 underpass 

near Shelburne Road. He added that it is not just a community project for students, it has 

spread to a community-wide project. He has produced several short videos to explain the 

project. 

 

Community Engagement 

Bridget Burkhardt said community engagement is going to be a standing item on the agenda. 

She discussed ways the board might engage the community more.  

 



South Burlington School Board Minutes May 5, 2021 Page 3 
 
 
As a way to engage the community in conversation, the board will hold mini meetings or Zoom 

Q&A’s beginning on Monday, May 10 at 9:00 a.m. Bridget Burkhardt will host the first Q&A. 

Community members can discuss items they would like to bring forward to individual board 

members but may not feel comfortable doing so at a full board meeting. Corey Burdick and 

Bridget Burkhardt will publicize the Zoom links for the meetings. David Young requested that 

any questions asked by community members that board members are unable to answer be sent 

to him with a copy to Corey Burdick for response. 

 

The board discussed the format and purpose of the Q&A meetings. Bridget Burkhardt will email 

the board members the communication guidelines as well as an opening statement for the 

beginning of each meeting to review prior to holding a Q&A session. 

 

The board discussed the possibility of holding a Steering Committee meeting in the next couple 

of weeks regarding the I89 interchange. Board members will send Delina Gilroy their availability 

for the next two weeks. Bridget Burkhardt suggested board members send questions about the 

I89 interchange project to David Young and copy Corey Burdick so she can compile them for 

David to forward to the city council prior to the Steering Committee meeting. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 
School Resource Position – Discussion of next steps 

Bridget Burkhardt asked if the SROs have a different contract with the police department or 

district in addition to the job descriptions? David Young said yes, they are employed by the 

South Burlington Police Department. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt asked David Young to reach out to the Winooski School District 

Superintendent to see what the Winooski SRO contracts look like and compare them to South 

Burlington. 

 

Brian Minier asked what the community and student involvement is with our SROs and asked 

how we might connect with the South Burlington community on these topics. Bridget Burkhardt 

suggested scheduling students from the SBHS Student Justice Union to speak at an upcoming 

board meeting to ask for ideas on student and community engagement. 

 

Board members discussed the presentation last week by the Winooski students and community 

members. 

 

Policy Review 

Bridget Burkhardt suggested the board write an equity policy. She asked that Brian Minier and 

Dr. Childs work together to draft an equity policy to share with other board members. The policy 

would need to be reviewed by legal counsel and have three readings by the school board before 

it could be adopted. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt suggested the board do a full review of all policies at the same time. She 

suggested having someone with an equity lens review the policies the board currently has in 

place. Bridget Burkhardt suggested the board discuss at the next school meeting who would be 

the correct person to do this work. 
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Bridget Burkhardt said there was an incident in the district around racism that administration has 

responded to and determined an outcome. There are questions from community members 

about the outcome of the process. Bridget Burkhardt suggested the board request a direct 

inspection of the process. This could be conducted by the Agency of Education or an outside 

person. The agency/individual selected for the direct inspection would determine if policies and 

procedures were followed and the situation was handled appropriately. The board agreed to 

move forward with the direct inspection process for this incident. 

 

Board Training 

Policy Governance Training Exercise 

The board discussed a rehearsal worksheet titled, “Why Are we Spending So Much Time 

Talking About This?”  

 

Agenda Planning 

Set agenda for May 19, 2021 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the May 19 meeting.  

 
Consider School Board Agenda and Work Plan for 2021-2022 School Year 

The board reviewed the revised work plan. The work plan was approved as presented. Brian 

Minier moved that the work plan be approved as presented. Alex McHenry seconded. A roll call 

vote was taken. All were in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 
Approval of AP Order 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Orders #39. 

 

Accounts Payable check to Howard Center in the amount of $88,931.33. Alex McHenry moved 

that the check to Howard Center be approved as presented. Dr. Childs seconded. A roll call 

vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Bids 

▪ Duct Cleaning at Orchard and FHT Middle School 

▪ Front End Loader 

▪ Mini Cargo Van for IT Help Desk 

Hires/Approval of Teacher Contracts 

▪ Marguerite Adams, 1.0 FTE Elementary Teacher at Orchard School, to fill a one-year only 

leave of absence 

▪ Monica Petzold, 1.0 FTE Elementary Teacher at Orchard School, rehire to fill the one-year 

only position she held last year 

The consent agenda was approved by consensus. 
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Adjournment 
Rebecca Day made the motion to adjourn and Dr. Childs seconded the motion. A roll call vote 

was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


